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CALL FOR IMPROVEMENT IN DOCTOR TRAINING

M. EKruglova,
Chief, Sec for Improvementof Doctora, GIMUZ
Ministry of Public Healtn USGR

The USSR has 11 institutions and nine speciel courses for improving the
qualification of doctors. A total of 15,000 doctors annually avail them:elves
of this irvice. Bealcally these improvement coursve operate ca the principle
that doctors take specific types of courses to permit them to practice in
their chosen flelds. Courses have been improved and standards of instruction
have risen, bul there are shortcomings in orgunization and in assignment of
doctors to verricue specialized coursee.

Many doctors have taken the same cowrss several times anu in aan; clasaes
doctors just starting practice are studying with those who nave already
practiced for many years in their particular fislds. For sxample, the clasa
held at the Chair of Community Hygiene, Leningrad GIDUV, includes doctars who
have practiced for 24 years in the field of community hygiene, as well as
those who have practiced only 6 months. The experience of students attend-
ing the course in the Chair of General Hyzgiene ranges fiur: 2 months to 12
years.

Orgenization of progrem schedules seeams lacking and frequently students
ere uninfarmed of clasgas or ara unabls to obtain agsignments to specialties
vhich will serve them best in their fislde. Thus ve have a situation whers
epldemiciogists, community hygieniets, and nuiurition epecialists all take
the same course given by the Chair for Organization of Fublic Health Messures,
Yoningrad GIDUV.

Much of thie inefficlency is due to laxity of thowe planning the courses.
Basically the program is esound.
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Because of these coundlitions, the Main Administration for Medical Tesch-
ing Institutione, Minisiry of Public Health USSR, and the Central Inmstitute
for the Improvement of Docturs drrew up curricula to be followed by institu-
tions.  Thege very good programs require proper staffs, and frequently un-
qual_ified doctors heve been asgsigned to teaching speclelties out of theiw
£ields;, At Odessa Ingtitute for Improvement of Dostors, 1948 graduates of
mmﬁmﬂ gchonla nre agaigned to lactiira to mrmrinmrmi doctors on problems

of ‘obatetrics, gynecology end physiofherapy. o

“Undsr present condltions, doctors who have had upwards of 20 years
experieace are gent to specimlizatlon achools while those who have relatively
no experience attend improvement courses. In September 1948, soms 59 doctors
arrived at the Leningrad GIDUV and only 26 were properly assigned.
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